Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time
Sunday Forum — May 15, 2016

Gifts of the Spirit — Holy Spirit in the Life of the Church

Pentecost — El Greco (1541-1614)

Images for the Holy Spirit in Scripture

mighty wind vision-bestower

fire — tongues of fire prophecy instigator

breath strengthener

giver of new languages comforter

dream-maker advocate (as in: defense lawyer)

dove spirit



Words in Scripture for Spirit
Wind — Breath — Spirit
Ruach
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, *the earth was a formless void and
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. ~ Genesis 1:1-2
’then the Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of
life; and the man became a living being. ~ Genesis 2:7
Pneuma

The Holy Spirit and the Creation of the Church — Acts 2:1-13
Wind
Fire
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly from
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.
’Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 41l of them were
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. ~ Acts 2:1-4

Gifts and Fruits of the Spirit — I Corinthians 12 (and 13) and Galatians 5:22

‘Now there are varieties of gifis, but the same Spirit; >and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; Sand
there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. "To each is given the
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. ~ I Corinthians 12:4-7

Gifts of the Spirit:

wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, miracles, prophecy, discernment of spirits,
various tongues, interpretation of tongues
faith, hope, love
Fruits of the Spirit of Love:
patience, kindness, lack of jealousy and boastfulness, lack of arrogance and rudeness,
lack of demanding its own way, lack of irritability and resentfulness, lack of rejoicing at wrong.
Love also is able to bear, believe, hope and endure all things
Other fruits of the Spirit:
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control

Body as Image for the Spirit in the Church
Foot, hand, ear, and eye
Each has need of the other
Weaker and less honorable — treated with greater honor

Implications for the Church of the Present and Trinity Church
Each member is of equal value
Each gift is for the common good
Lack of conceit, competition, envy
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Acts 2:1-13 .

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven
there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.
*Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. *All of them were
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.

*Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. ®And at this sound the crowd
gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. ’Amazed
and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? *And how is it that we hear, each of
us, in our own native language? 9Parthiams, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, ''Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them
speaking about God’s deeds of power.” >All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does
this mean?” "*But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.”

I Corinthians 12 and 13

12Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed. 2You know that
when you were pagans, you were enticed and led astray to idols that could not speak. >Therefore I want you to
understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus
is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. “Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; *and there are varieties
of services, but the same Lord; ®and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of
them in everyone. "To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. ®To one is given
through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same
Spirit, °to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, %o another the working
of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to
another the interpretation of tongues. ' All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one
individually just as the Spirit chooses.

PRor just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one
body, so it is with Christ. "*For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or
free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. “Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of
many. “If the foot would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it
any less a part of the body. '®And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,”
that would not make it any less a part of the body. "If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing
be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? ¥But as it is, God arranged the
members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. °If all were a single member, where would the body be?
29As it is, there are many members, yet one body. > The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor
again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 20n the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be
weaker are indispensable, 2and those members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater
honor, and our less respectable members are treated with greater respect; “*whereas our more respectable
members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member,
that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care for one another. 2°If
one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.



>"Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 2And God has appointed in the church first
apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms
of leadership, various kinds of tongues. %’Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work
miracles? *’Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? *'But strive for the greater
gifts. And I will show you a still more excellent way.

13If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging
cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith,
s0 as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. *If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand
over my body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.

‘Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant >or rude. It does not insist on its own
way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 'It bears all
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

*Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease; as for
knowledge, it will come to an end. *For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; ®but when the
complete comes, the partial will come to an end. 'When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a
child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. For now we see in a
mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have
been fully known. B And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.

Galatians 5: 22-26

22By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 23gen‘deness,
and self-control. There is no law against such things. >*And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the
flesh with its passions and desires. ’If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. *’Let us not
become conceited, competing against one another, envying one another.



