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The Yellow House Parish 
Discussion Forum and 
Small-Group Signups

Next Week: Q&A with  
author Sarah Broom

Intergenerational Discussion:  
7 pm, Sun, Sept. 13, via Zoom
Small-group Discussions:
Mon, Sept. 14 -Fri., Sept, 18
Q&A with author Sarah Broom:  
6:30 pm, Sun, Sept. 20, via Zoom
Trinity is honored to host The Yellow House author Sarah 
Broom for a Zoom reading and follow-up Q&A next Sun., 
Sept. 20, at 6:30 pm. 

To ready for that event, we will host an intergenerational 
discussion of the text tonight, Sun., Sept. 13, at 7 pm,  
via Zoom.

Additionally, all are encouraged to read the book and 
participate in small group discussions taking place this week, 
Sep 14-18 on Zoom. Each group is dedicated to either an 
open discussion, or a particular lens, such as race, class, 
environment, faith, geography and place, etc.  
Sign up for a small group discussion here 

For more on Trinity Church Boston’s exploration of The 
Yellow House, see the Trinity Voices section in the last pages of 
this document. 

Purchase The Yellow House here via Bookshop.

NEW TO TRINITY?

Whether you’re new 
among us or you’ve 
been worshiping here 

for years, we look forward to 
helping you feel known and 
loved at Trinity. 

Fill out the form at this 
link so we can get to know you 
better. 

MUSIC

FORMATION

Choral Evensong
Wednesdays, 5:45 pm, on Zoom
The beloved Trinity Choristers 
will lead and sing weekly 
Evensong on Wednesdays at 

5:45 pm, as 
they have on 
Wednesdays 
during the 
program year 
since 2009.

The 2020 
virtual version 
will be a mix 

of the live – singing the collects, 
proclaiming the scripture, 
chanting plainsong psalms – 
with pre-assembled settings 
of the Magnificat, Nunc Dimittis 
and Preces. Evensong is one of 
the treasures of Anglicanism, 
sung daily in many cathedrals 
around the world.

Join us via Zoom (video 
optional) or you can dial in 
with 1-646-558-8656 and enter 
Meeting ID 854 5177 3311.

FYI: You are welcome to join in Trinity’s  
Compline Service at 8:30 pm on weeknights.

p

https://www.trinitychurchboston.org/
https://www.trinitychurchboston.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82725255709
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82725255709
https://www.trinitychurchboston.org/news-publication/the-yellow-house-small-group
https://bookshop.org/books/the-yellow-house-a-memoir-2019-national-book-award-winner/9780802125088
https://www.trinitychurchboston.org/welcome?utm_source=bulletin+pdf&utm_medium=link+in+te&utm_campaign=to+welcome
https://www.trinitychurchboston.org/welcome?utm_source=bulletin+pdf&utm_medium=link+in+te&utm_campaign=to+welcome
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityChurchBoston/
https://www.instagram.com/trinitychurchboston/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85451773311
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85451773311
https://www.trinitychurchboston.org/event/weeknightly-compline-from-home-0


 2

GATHERING
Welcome 

Prelude   ‘Reverie’
William Grant Still (1895-1978)

Hymn 690   ‘Guide me, O thou great Jehovah’  

Sentences of Scripture

Today we continue with our 
“Favorite Hymns of Trinity 
Church” initiative. Each summer 
Sunday during Worship 
from Home, the hymns we 
sing have been submitted by 
parishioners as their “favorites.” 
To paraphrase John Wesley: 
“Sing with good courage and 
beware of singing as if you 
were half dead or half asleep 
– instead lift up your voice with 
strength!  Have an eye to God 
in every word you sing, aiming 
at pleasing the Lord more than 
yourself or any other creature.”

Worship at Trinity

When the text of this worship 
booklet is in bold, it is spoken or 
sung by all.

Leaders of the service will also 
lead these bold responses for 
the benefit of those worshiping 
from home.

On today’s Prelude:  
Mr. Still was the first American 
composer to have an opera 
produced by the New York 
City Opera. His First Symphony 
was, until 1950, the most widely 
performed orchestral work by 
an American. Along with Black 
literary and cultural figures 
of the 1920s, he was part of 
the “Harlem Renaissance” 
movement.
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Confession & Absolution
Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of the Almighty, to set 
forth God’s praise, to hear God’s holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves and on 
behalf of others, those things necessary for our life and our salvation.  And so 
that we may prepare ourselves for this worship in heart and mind and body, let 
us now open ourselves with one minute of silence, making space and holding 
this quiet before the Living Christ, our Savior and ever-present Companion …
Silence
… meeting God in this stillness, let us pray with a faithful heart and confess our 
sins, that we may know God’s goodness, mercy, and forgiveness:

Almighty and most merciful God,
we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep,
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts,
we have offended against your holy laws,
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done,
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done.
But you, O Lord, have mercy upon us:
spare those who confess their faults,
restore those who are penitent,
all according to your promises declared in Christ Jesus our Lord;
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life,
to the glory of your holy Name.
Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen us in all goodness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep us in eternal life. 
Amen.

THE INVITATORY & PSALTER
Invitatory 

Lord, open our lips.
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia!
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Canticle   ‘Venite’
Jack Noble White (b. 1938) 

Sung by all.
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Psalm 114
Hallelujah! When Israel came out of Egypt, *
 the house of Jacob from a people of strange speech,
Judah became God’s sanctuary *
 and Israel his dominion.
The sea beheld it and fled; *
 Jordan turned and went back.
The mountains skipped like rams, *
 and the little hills like young sheep.
What ailed you, O sea, that you fled? *
 O Jordan, that you turned back?
You mountains, that you skipped like rams? *
 you little hills like young sheep?
Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, *
 at the presence of the God of Jacob,
Who turned the hard rock into a pool of water *
 and flint-stone into a flowing spring.

THE LESSONS
Reading   Exodus 14:19-31

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind 
them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind 
them. It came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud 
was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the 
other all night.

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back 
by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters 
were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming 
a wall for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went 
into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At 
the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the 
Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot 
wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the 
Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.”

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the 
water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot 
drivers.” So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea 
returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the 
Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the 
chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; 
not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the 
sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left.

Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the 
Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the Lord did against 
the Egyptians. So the people feared the Lord and believed in the Lord and in his 
servant Moses.

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

We will pray the psalm in unison.
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Canticle   ‘Dignus es’
Calvin Hampton (1938-1984)

Antiphon
Splendor and honor and kingly power are yours by right, O Lord our God,
For you created everything that is,
and by your will they were created and have their being.

Antiphon
And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain,
for with your blood you have redeemed for God,
From every family, language, people, and nation,
a kingdom of priests to serve our God.

Antiphon
And so, to him who sits upon the throne,
and to Christ the Lamb,
Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor,
for ever and for evermore.

Antiphon

Reading   Matthew 18:21-35
Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against 
me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not 
seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.
“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished 
to settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed 
him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord 
ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, 
and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord 
of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he 
went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; 
and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave 
fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 
But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the 
debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, 
and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord 
summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt 
because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, 
as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until 
he would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of 
you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

Antiphon sung by all.



 7

Hymn 537  ‘Christ for the world we sing!’   
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The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
    creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
        and born of the Virgin Mary.
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
        was crucified, died, and was buried.
    He descended to the dead.
    On the third day he rose again.
    He ascended into heaven,
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
    the holy catholic Church,
    the communion of saints,
    the forgiveness of sins,
    the resurrection of the body,
    and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.
Let us pray.

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.

Prayers of the People
Holy and Gracious God, we pray for your Church throughout the world;
that we all may be one.
Grant that every member of your Church may truly and humbly serve you;
that your Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for the ministry of all the baptized;
that we would be faithful servants of your Good News.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
that there would be justice and peace on the earth.
In this election year, we pray for goodwill among all people;
that your wisdom and Grace would prevail.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.
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Intercessions
Remembering especially … have compassion on all those who suffer from any 
grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life, remembering especially …
We hold before you all those expecting the birth of a child, remembering 
especially …
We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Remembering especially … give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for all your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Collect of the Day
O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant 
that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

A Prayer for Mission
O Loving God, you sent your blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far 
off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after you 
and f ind you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all 
f lesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you.

Collects are prayers that 
“collect” our intentions for any 
given occasion. In addition to 
the “Collect of the Day,” the 
Officiant will pray additional 
collects appropriate for this 
Sunday.
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Announcements   

Hymn 529   ‘In Christ there is no East or West’

Sermon   The Rev. Morgan S. Allen, Rector

Offertory Anthem   ‘I was glad’
C. Hubert Hastings Parry (1848-1918)

I was glad when they said unto me: We will go into the house of the Lord.
Our feet shall stand in thy gates: O Jerusalem,
Jerusalem is builded as a city: That is at unity in itself.
O pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
They shall prosper that love thee.
Peace be within thy walls: And plenteousness within thy palaces.

Text: Psalm 122:1-3, 6-7

All we have and all we are is 
of God, and everyone has a 
faithful offering to make. All 
gifts received today will support 
Trinity’s ministry, empower our 
service to the community, and 
sustain our historic buildings.

To make a gift online, please 
click here and you will be 
taken to the secure form on 
our website.

https://www.trinitychurchboston.org/pay-your-pledge-or-make-a-gift?utm_source=bulletin+september+13&utm_medium=pdf+link&utm_campaign=to+give
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Presentation Hymn

Blessing
Title: Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, 
H 690. Words: William Williams (1717-
1791); tr. Peter Williams (1722-1796), 
alt. Music: Cwm Rhondda, John Hughes 
(1873-1932) All Rights Reserved. 
Used by permission. Reprinted under 
OneLicense.net # A-711378 •  Title: 
Come, let us sing to the Lord S 35.  
Music: Jack Noble White (b.1938) 
Used by permission. Reprinted under 
OneLicense.net # A-711378 •  Title: 
A song to the Lamb, S 266.  Music: 
Calvin Hampton (1938-1984) All Rights 
Reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted 
under OneLicense.net # A-711378 • 
Title: Christ for the world we sing H 537. 
Words: Samuel Wolcott (1813-1886) 
Music: Moscow, melody Felice de 
Giardini (1716-1796); harm. The New 
Hymnal, 1916 based on Hymns Ancient 
and Modern, 1875, and Lowell Mason 
(1792-1892) All Rights Reserved. 
Used by permission. Reprinted under 
OneLicense.net # A-711378 • Title: In 
Christ there is no East or West H 529. 
Words: John oenham (1852-1941) 
Music: McKee, Afro-American spiritual; 
adapt. And harm. Harry T. Burleigh 
(1866-1949) All Rights Reserved. 
Used by permission. Reprinted under 
OneLicense.net # A-711378 • Title: 
From all who dwell below the skies, H 
380. Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748), 
para. of Psalm 117. St. 3, Thomas Ken 
(1637-1711) Music: Old 100th, melody 
from Pseaumes octante trois de David, 
1551, alt.; harm. after Louis Bourgeois 
(1510?-1561?) All Rights Reserved. 
Used by permission. Reprinted under 
OneLicense.net # A-711378• Title: Lift 
high the cross, H 473. Words: George 
William Kitchin (1827-1912) and 
Michael Robert Newbolt (1874-1956) 
Music: Crucifer, Sydney Hugo Nicholson 
(1875-1947); desc. Richard Proulx (b. 
1937) All Rights Reserved. Used by 
permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.
net # A-711378



Hymn 473   ‘Lift high the cross’

The Dismissal and Concluding Sentence
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
May the God of hope f ill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen.

Postlude   ‘Carillon de Westminster’
Louis Vierne (1870-1937) 

Trinity Church  
in the City of Boston 

206 Clarendon Street, Boston, MA 02116
617-536-0944 + trinitychurchboston.org



TrinityVoices

Dear friends, 

Here’s a question for you: what does it mean to be “a 
people” when the only home you have known together 
– the structure that has convened and sheltered – is 

closed or no more? I thought about 
that when visiting the Western Wall in 
Jerusalem a few years ago as part of a 
Trinity pilgrimage. While our current 
exile from Copley Square is temporary, 
a kindred and nonetheless painful 
absence is at the heart of our common 
life right now. “Houses provide a 
frame that bears us up,” writes Sarah 
M. Broom in her memoir The Yellow 
House (p. 232) . Who are we without 

them? For the Webb/Broom family we 
meet in these pages, the answer is not unlike that of 
the Jews after the destruction of the Second Temple in 
70 CE: “When the house fell down,” Broom realizes, 
“something in me opened up…We are the house that 
bears itself up” (Ibid) . 

The Yellow House, which we are reading and discussing 
together in the next three weeks, has at its center 
what Broom and her New Orleans community call 
“The Water”: Hurricane Katrina and its catastrophic 
aftermath (particularly for Black people) exactly 
f ifteen years ago this month. I don’t shelve it mentally 
with other memoirs, though, because in telling 
her own story Broom illuminates so much else: 
the rapacious development that created and then 
abandoned her neighborhood, New Orleans East; her 
“braided and contradictory” (p. 320) feelings about 
her native city and its tourist-focused mythologies 
which marginalize so many, primarily people who 
are not white; the manner in which “official history” 
showcases some and erases others. I can’t name 
a recent writer who manages appealing reticence 
while presenting a self so deeply attached, nerve and 
capillary, to so much beyond that self: her mother 
and eleven siblings, her city and its charms, horrors, 
ineff iciencies, and systemic injustices.  

INSIDE ‘THE YELLOW HOUSE’

At A Glance
Read Along with Trinity. Purchase 

a copy of The Yellow House 
via this link from Bookshop.
org. If purchasing the book is a 
challenge for you, email pward@
trinitychurchboston.org

Parish Discussion on 9/13 
Join in our first Forum of the program 
year via Zoom, at 7 pm on 9/13, 
where we will discuss The Yellow 
House. 

Join a Small Group.  
From 9/14 through 9/18, small 
groups will meet to talk about The 
Yellow House through open or 
various lenses. Sign up here.

Ask Questions About the Book. 
Send your questions about 
The Yellow House to pward@
trinitychurchboston.org

Reading and Q&A with Author Sarah 
Broom on 9/20 
At 6:30 pm next Sun., 9/20, Ms. 
Broom will join us on Zoom for a 
reading, insight, and Q&A. 

https://bookshop.org/books/the-yellow-house-a-memoir-2019-national-book-award-winner/9780802125088
mailto:pward%40trinitychurchboston.org?subject=The%20Yellow%20House
mailto:pward%40trinitychurchboston.org?subject=The%20Yellow%20House
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82725255709
https://www.trinitychurchboston.org/news-publication/the-yellow-house-small-group
mailto:pward%40trinitychurchboston.org?subject=Q%26A%20for%20The%20Yellow%20House
mailto:pward%40trinitychurchboston.org?subject=Q%26A%20for%20The%20Yellow%20House
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82725255709


Trinity Church  
in the City of Boston 

206 Clarendon Street, Boston, MA 02116
617-536-0944 + trinitychurchboston.org

In seminary I was taught that 
one of the biggest hurdles we 
encounter when reading scripture 
as 21st-century people is that 
we absorb it all so personally. A 
passage such as the Beatitudes, 
for example, withers to wisdom 
addressed to the hearer alone, 
to a private benchmark instead 
of guidance for common life in 
community.  

Scripture was a written, though, 
(and Jesus most often speaks) to 
communities. And it is Brooms’ 
generous voice, the lack of a 
“rind” between her own story 
and the stories of her family, 
neighborhood and city – that 
make The Yellow House a kind 
of scripture for the moment we are in as a 
church and as a nation. A “frame” for the next 
several weeks as we begin a new program year 
together. We hope you can join us in The Yellow 
House. 

A few details:  

Grove Press has provided a link here so that 
we may purchase The Yellow House ( just out 
in paperback) from independent booksellers. 
If you would like to read the book but 
purchasing it is a challenge for you right now 
for any reason, please email me at pward@
trinitychurchboston.org.

Join us on three coming Sunday 
evenings (September 13, 20, and 
27) via Zoom for parish-wide 
conversation about The Yellow 
House. See our schedule, with 
Zoom links, in the September 
10 “This Week at Trinity” 
e-blast. Sarah Broom herself 
will join us on September 20 
to read, offer some additional 
insight, and answer questions. 
If you have a question you’d 
like to ask Ms. Broom, direct 
that to me in writing by 
emailing me at pward@
trinitychurchboston.org.

Finally, join a small group 
to explore The Yellow House 
in community! We will host 

numerous sessions from September 14-19. 
While many are already in process by ministry 
team, we also have a number of open groups 
and groups organized by topic. Learn more 
and sign up here. Find questions to help start 
your conversations here.

We’re looking forward to being with you in 
these coming weeks. See you in church! 

Rev. Patrick C. Ward
Senior Associate for Program

… it is Brooms’ 
generous voice, 
the lack of a 
“rind” between 
her own story 
and the stories 
of her family, 
neighborhood and 
city – that make 
The Yellow House 
a kind of scripture 
for the moment we 
are in as a church 
and as a nation.

https://www.trinitychurchboston.org/
https://www.trinitychurchboston.org/
https://bookshop.org/books/the-yellow-house-a-memoir-2019-national-book-award-winner/9780802125088
mailto:pward%40trinitychurchboston.org?subject=The%20Yellow%20House
mailto:pward%40trinitychurchboston.org?subject=The%20Yellow%20House
mailto:pward%40trinitychurchboston.org?subject=Q%26A%20with%20Sarah%20Broom
mailto:pward%40trinitychurchboston.org?subject=Q%26A%20with%20Sarah%20Broom
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