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WORSHIP

PRAYERS

Let My Prayer
Your “prayer can be set before God” 
(Psalm 141:2) at any time and in any 
place. Yet it is always helpful to know 
that others are praying with you, 
especially during these challenging 
times. A team of parishioners is 
committed to praying each day 
for the concerns of the parish, and 
we welcome your prayers to be 
added to those concerns. (You can 
also indicate whether or not you’d 
like your concern to be prayed for 
publicly during our Sunday worship.) 

It is easy to submit a request for 
prayer. Simply visit our Prayer 
Request Form (or scan 
the QR code) to provide 
the information requested. 
And we look forward to 
praying together with you as your 
petitions and thanksgivings are 
lifted up to God. 

Tuesday & Thursday  
Compline
Tuesdays & Thursdays  
in August, 8:30 pm,  
on Zoom
Please join us on Tuesdays 

and Thursdays in August at 8:30 pm for Compline, the night-
time prayer of the Church. The prayers begin on page 127 
of The Book of Common Prayer. Our service takes about fifteen 
minutes (8:30-8:45 pm), but the room will open at 8:15 pm 
for friendly chat.

Dial in with  
1-646-558-8656  
and enter Meeting ID: 206 654 379.

Whether you’re new among us or 
you’ve been worshiping here for 
years, we look forward to helping 

you make a home for faith here at Trinity. 

Fill out the form at 
trinitychurchboston.org/
welcome so we can get to know you 
better. You can also scan 
the QR code to get to the 
form. 

Blessing of the Backpacks 
(and Briefcases) 

Sunday, 8/29, 9 am,  
on Copley Square

Join us Sun., Aug. 29, for 
our next Children and Youth 
ministries focused Worship 
from the West Porch service, 
including an interactive children’s homily and liturgical 
leadership by some of Trinity Church Boston’s youth! We will 
also hold our annual Blessing of the Backpacks on this 
day — where we’ll ask God’s special blessing on all who teach 
and all who learn as a new academic year begins. We will bless 
backpacks, briefcases, lesson plans, tablets, or even your lucky 
pencil! Please make plans to come and start the new academic 
year with your faith community. Popsicles and fellowship to 
follow the service. See you there! Contact Cathy Portlock 
Pacitto, cportlock@trinitychurchboston.org 

FYI: Visitor’s Services has an online shop  
featuring unique designs inspired by  

Trinity’s art and architecture.

p



Follow @trinitychurchboston on Facebook and Instagram 

https://www.trinitychurchboston.org/connect-and-learn/for-newcomers?utm_source=bulletin&utm_medium=pdf+link+in+spire&utm_campaign=to+learn+more
https://www.trinitychurchboston.org/
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityChurchBoston/
https://www.instagram.com/trinitychurchboston/
https://www.trinitychurchboston.org/form/prayer-request-form?utm_source=te+bulletin+august+1&utm_medium=pdf+link&utm_campaign=to+request+prayers
https://www.trinitychurchboston.org/form/prayer-request-form?utm_source=te+bulletin+august+1&utm_medium=pdf+link&utm_campaign=to+request+prayers
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/206654379
https://www.trinitychurchboston.org/welcome
https://www.trinitychurchboston.org/welcome
https://www.trinitychurchboston.org/event/tuesday-and-thursday-compline-from-home?utm_source=te+bulletin+august+8&utm_medium=linked+compline+image&utm_campaign=to+learn
mailto:cportlock%40trinitychurchboston.org?subject=Blessing%20of%20the%20Backpacks%20%28and%20Briefcases%29
https://www.redbubble.com/people/trinity1733/shop
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word of god
Prelude   ‘This fragile earth, our island home’

Henry Vidaver (b. 2007)

Welcome

Hymn 410  ‘Praise my soul, the King of heaven’  

Opening Acclamation & Collect for Purity
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Worship at Trinity

When the text of this worship 
booklet is in bold, it is spoken or 
sung by all.

Note on today’s soloist 

Henry Vidaver, age 14 and a 
rising 8th grader in Belmont, has 
enjoyed creating his own pieces 
since he began taking piano 
lessons at age 7. As a student at 
the New England Conservatory 
of music, he studies piano, cello 
and composition.  At NEC he 
has had pieces featured in the 
Contemporary Music Festival 
and he played in the Preparatory 
String Orchestra. Henry has 
been a Trinity Chorister since the 
4th grade and is looking forward 
to being a part of the Teen 
Schola in the Fall. Henry recently 
returned from 3 weeks at the 
Walden School in Dublin, NH 
where he studied composition. 
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Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.
Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that 
are right, that we, who cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live 
according to your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  
Amen.

Reading   2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33

The king, David, ordered Joab and Abishai and Ittai, saying, “Deal gently for my 
sake with the young man Absalom.” And all the people heard when the king gave 
orders to all the commanders concerning Absalom. So the army went out into the 
field against Israel; and the battle was fought in the forest of Ephraim. The men 
of Israel were defeated there by the servants of David, and the slaughter there was 
great on that day, twenty thousand men. The battle spread over the face of all the 
country; and the forest claimed more victims that day than the sword. Absalom 
happened to meet the servants of David.

Absalom was riding on his mule, and the mule went under the thick branches 
of a great oak. His head caught fast in the oak, and he was left hanging between 
heaven and earth, while the mule that was under him went on.

And ten young men, Joab’s armor-bearers, surrounded Absalom and struck him, 
and killed him.

Then the Cushite came; and the Cushite said, “Good tidings for my lord the king! 
For the Lord has vindicated you this day, delivering you from the power of all who 
rose up against you.” The king said to the Cushite, “Is it well with the young man 
Absalom?” The Cushite answered, “May the enemies of my lord the king, and all 
who rise up to do you harm, be like that young man.”

The king was deeply moved, and went up to the chamber over the gate, and wept; 
and as he went, he said, “O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! Would I 
had died instead of you, O Absalom, my son, my son!”

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 130
Out of the depths have I called to you, O Lord; Lord, hear my voice; *
 let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication.
If you, Lord, were to note what is done amiss, *
 O Lord, who could stand?
For there is forgiveness with you; *
 therefore you shall be feared.
I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him; *
 in his word is my hope.
My soul waits for the Lord, more than watchmen for the morning, *
 more than watchmen for the morning.
O Israel, wait for the Lord, *
 for with the Lord there is mercy;
With him there is plenteous redemption, *
 and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins.

We will pray the psalm in unison.
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Hymn 439   ‘What wondrous love is this?’

Gospel   John 6:35, 41-51
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, 
and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”

Then the Jews began to complain about him because he said, “I am the bread that 
came down from heaven.” They were saying, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, 
whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I have come down from 
heaven’?” Jesus answered them, “Do not complain among yourselves. No one can 
come to me unless drawn by the Father who sent me; and I will raise that person 
up on the last day. It is written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by 
God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to me. Not 
that anyone has seen the Father except the one who is from God; he has seen the 
Father. Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes has eternal life. I am the bread of 
life. Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. This is the 
bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. I am 
the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live 
forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.”
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon   The Rev. Dr. Karen Coleman, Assisting Priest
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Nicene Creed   

We believe in one God,
    the Father, the Almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth,
    of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
    the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light,
    true God from true God,
    begotten, not made,
    of one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation
        he came down from heaven:
    by the power of the Holy Spirit
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
        and was made man.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
        he suffered death and was buried.
        On the third day he rose again
            in accordance with the Scriptures;
        he ascended into heaven
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People
For peace, for courage, and for your presence, we pray to you, Lord God:
For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
For our local communities, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
For those who live in danger, sorrow, or fear;
For all who labor to end tyranny, bigotry, and violence.
For the just and proper use of your creation;
For those who suffer for the sake of our comfort.
For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
For the ministries of all the baptized;
For all who serve God in the Church.

Additional prayers are offered.
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The Peace 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

Announcements

holy communion
The Offertory   ‘Acadia Sky’

Vidaver

The Great Thanksgiving   
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth...

… Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory 
of your Name. 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
    Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
    Hosanna in the highest.

Holy and gracious Father: In your inf inite love you made us for yourself, and, 
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, 
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to 
your will, a perfect sacrif ice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ 
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

All we have and all we are is 
of God, and everyone has a 
faithful offering to make. All 
gifts received today will support 
Trinity’s ministry, empower our 
service to the community, and 
sustain our historic buildings.

To make a gift online, please 
click here or use the QR 
code below to be taken 
to the secure form on our 
website.

Alternatively, you may 
also give in-person via the 
basket passed during the 
Offertory.

https://www.trinitychurchboston.org/pay-your-pledge-or-make-a-gift?utm_source=he+bulletin+august+8&utm_medium=pdf+link&utm_campaign=to+give
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We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O God, in this sacrif ice of praise 
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life 
in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and 
serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all 
your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and
with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor
and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. 
AMEN.
And now, as our Savior
Christ has taught us,
we are bold to say,

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass  
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrif iced for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Title: Praise my soul, the King of heaven, 
H 410. Words: Henry Francis Lyte 
(1793-1847), alt. Music: Lauda anima, 
John Goss (1800-1880). All Rights 
Reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted 
under OneLicense.net # A-711378 • 
Title: What wondrous love is this, H 
439. Words: American folk hymn, ca. 
1835. Music: Wondrous Love, from The 
Southern Harmony, 1835. All Rights 
Reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted 
under OneLicense.net # A-711378 • 
Title: Fairest Lord Jesus, H 383. Words: 
German composite; tr: pub. New York, 
1850, alt. Music: St. Elizabeth, melody 
from Schleissche Volkslieder, 1842; 
harm. Thomas Tertius Noble (1867-
1953). All Rights Reserved. Used by 
permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.
net # A-711378 • Title: O Zion, haste, 
H 539. Words: Mary Ann Thomson 
(1834-1923), alt. Music: Tidings, James 
Watch (1837-1901). All Rights Reserved. 
Used by permission. Reprinted under 
OneLicense.net # A-711378
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Hymn 324   ‘Let all mortal flesh keep silence’

Postcommunion Prayer 

Let us pray. 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us  
as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed 
us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;  
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Blessing



Hymn 539   ‘O Zion, haste, thy mission high fulfilling’  

Dismissal 
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

Trinity Church  
in the City of Boston 

206 Clarendon Street, Boston, MA 02116
617-536-0944 + trinitychurchboston.org
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