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FORMATIONADVENT

CHRISTMAS

Save the Date for  
Our Christmas Services.

12/24:  2 pm  
Children’s Pageant

12/24:  4:30 pm, 8 pm, 11 pm  
Holy Eucharist

12/25: 10 am Festival Eucharist

The Call of the House of Ushers:  
Our special holiday concerts and services  

are wonderful times to welcome  
people into Trinity. Interested?  

Email communications@trinitychurchboston.org.

Forum Series: Incarnating  
the Life of the World to Come 

Advent Sundays: 12/5, 12/12, and 12/19; 
7 pm; Via Zoom
In Advent each year, our hearts and minds turn 
towards Bethlehem, and the incarnation of the 
Word of God in Jesus so many years ago. This 
Advent, while as a parish we are praying for and 
imagining “the life of the world to come,” we will 
gather on Sunday evenings to reflect on some specific 
ways we might, with God’s help, incarnate in our 
own lives the new world that the Holy One intends. 

Each Sunday’s offering will include 
Scripture, poetry, music, and art to help 
illuminate the theme for the day, as well 
as time for shared 
conversation:  

Advent II (12/5): 
Incarnating Repaired 
Community, working 
with the Redeemer 
to repair crooked and 
rough relationships.  

Advent III (12/12): Incarnating Re-
imagined Prayer, working with the Spirit 
to glimpse and give thanks for the Holy 
coming into being all around us.  

Advent IV (12/19): Incarnating Joy, 
working with Jesus to make joy a reality 
for every soul. 

Join us for any or all of these sessions as 
we journey towards Christmas! 

Scan the QR code, or visit trinitychurchboston.org/
calendar to access the Zoom link.  
 You can also dial in at 1 646 558 8656 and enter 
Meeting ID: 821 2826 6203

Messiah Concert Today; RSVP 
Now for Candlelight Carols Tickets
Messiah: Sun., 12/5, 2 pm
Candlelight Carols:  
Sat., 12/18, 4 & 7 pm; Sun., 12/19, 2 pm

Paid and free seats for Candlelight 
Carols are on sale now at 

trinitychurchboston.org/news or by scanning the QR 
code. This year, seating is limited, and we are 
asking people to pre-register — so please, RSVP 
for these beloved concerts today! See more info 
about Messiah at the link as well.

Wednesday Winter’s Tales
Wednesdays through 12/22, 4 pm, on Zoom
What could be better as Christmas approaches than a mid-
week mug of something warm and a seasonal story read 

aloud? Set aside an hour every Wednesday afternoon 
in Advent for fifteen minutes of fellowship and then to 
listen to a favorite holiday tale. 

On 12/8, Sue Dickinson will read “The Burden of 
the Feast” by Bobbie Ann Mason.

Scan the QR code or visit trinitychurchboston.org/
calendar to access the Zoom link.  Or dial in with 
1 646 558 8656, and enter Meeting ID 872 2029 

2657 and passcode 927690.

Follow @trinitychurchboston on Facebook and Instagram 

https://www.trinitychurchboston.org/connect-and-learn/for-newcomers?utm_source=bulletin&utm_medium=pdf+link+in+spire&utm_campaign=to+learn+more
https://www.trinitychurchboston.org/
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityChurchBoston/
https://www.instagram.com/trinitychurchboston/
mailto:communications%40trinitychurchboston.org?subject=I%27m%20interested%20in%20ushering
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82128266203
https://www.trinitychurchboston.org/event/zoom-formation-incarnating-repaired-community?utm_source=te+bulletin+formation+november+28&utm_medium=pdf+link&utm_campaign=to+learn+about+formation
https://www.trinitychurchboston.org/event/zoom-formation-incarnating-repaired-community?utm_source=te+bulletin+formation+november+28&utm_medium=pdf+link&utm_campaign=to+learn+about+formation
https://www.trinitychurchboston.org/news-publication/news-about-candlelight-carols-messiah?utm_source=te+bulletin+candlelightcarols+december+5&utm_medium=pdf+link&utm_campaign=to+learn+about+concerts
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87220292657?pwd=K2ROcTVoQnFya3RBTkVDOGFSb1liQT09 
https://www.trinitychurchboston.org/event/wednesday-winters-tales-3?utm_source=te+bulletin+formation+december+5&utm_medium=pdf+link&utm_campaign=to+learn+about+formation
https://www.trinitychurchboston.org/event/wednesday-winters-tales-3?utm_source=te+bulletin+formation+december+5&utm_medium=pdf+link&utm_campaign=to+learn+about+formation
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word of god
Prelude   ‘Wachet auf ruft uns die Stimme, BWV 645’

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

Introit   ‘Matins Responsory’
G.P. da Palestrina (1525-1594)

Hymn 59   ‘Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding’

Opening Acclamation & Collect for Purity
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Worship at Trinity

When the text of this worship 
booklet is in bold, it is spoken or 
sung by all.
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Kyrie Eleison   Healey Willan (1880-1968)

Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.
Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance 
and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings 
and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our 
Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever.
Amen.

Reading   Philippians 1:3-11

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every 
one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the 
first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work 
among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me 
to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of 
you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense 
and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for all of you 
with the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may 
overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine 
what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having 
produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the 
glory and praise of God.

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.
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This hymn is a metrical 
paraphrase of The Song of 
Zechariah (Canticle 16), which 
is appointed for today.

Hymn 444
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Hymn 724   ‘People, look East’

Gospel   Luke 3:1-6
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 
governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler 
of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during 
the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son 
of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in 
the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make 
his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall 
be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made 
smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’”
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

At the 9 am service, during 
this hymn, preschool and 
elementary aged children will 
meet members of our Children’s 
Ministries staff beneath the 
pulpit to travel to homily in 
the Forum. Our Director of 
Children’s Ministries, Cathy 
Portlock Pacitto, will then lead 
the children’s return to the 
sanctuary during The 
Peace.
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Sermon   The Rev. Dr. William W. Rich, Vicar

Nicene Creed   

We believe in one God,
    the Father, the Almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth,
    of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
    the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light,
    true God from true God,
    begotten, not made,
    of one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation
        he came down from heaven:
    by the power of the Holy Spirit
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
        and was made man.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
        he suffered death and was buried.
        On the third day he rose again
            in accordance with the Scriptures;
        he ascended into heaven
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, Alan and Gayle, our Bishops; and
for all bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve God in God’s Church.
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.
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Silence
Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.

Silence

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.
We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in
your eternal kingdom.

Silence

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.

Confession & Absolution

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;
in your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown,
things done and left undone;
and so uphold us by your Spirit
that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your Name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. 
Amen.

The Peace 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

Announcements

Offertory Duet   ‘He shall feed his flock (from Messiah)’
G.F. Handel (1685-1759)
Erin Matthews, Sophie Michaux, soloists

He shall feed His f lock like a shepherd;
 and He shall gather the lambs with His arm,
and carry them in His bosom,
 and gently lead those that are with young.

Text: Isaiah 40:11

A slight bow, with hands 
crossed over the chest, or joined 
in a prayerful “namaste-style,” 
are healthy, loving ways for one 
to pass the Peace in these times.
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Presentation Hymn

The Great Thanksgiving   
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth...

… Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name. 

Sanctus S-114

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made f lesh, Jesus, your 
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to 
be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. 
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, 
out of death into life.

All we have and all we are is 
of God, and everyone has a 
faithful offering to make. All 
gifts received today will support 
Trinity’s ministry, empower our 
service to the community, and 
sustain our historic buildings.

To make a gift online, please 
click here or use the QR 
code below to be taken 
to the secure form on our 
website.

Alternatively, you may 
also give in-person via the 
basket passed during the 
Offertory.

https://www.trinitychurchboston.org/pay-your-pledge-or-make-a-gift?utm_source=he+bulletin+december5_all_services&utm_medium=pdf+link&utm_campaign=to+give
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On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the 
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O God,

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrif ice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that 
they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new 
Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrif ice, that we may be acceptable 
through him, being sanctif ied by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all 
things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country 
where, with [                and] all your saints, we may enter the everlasting 
heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 
f irstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our 
salvation.

By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and
for ever.
AMEN.
And now, as our Savior
Christ has taught us,
we are bold to say,

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass  
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrif iced for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The music for this service is reprinted 
under OneLicense.net # A-711378. All 
Rights Reserved. Used by permission. 
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Agnus Dei S-158

Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Communion Anthem   ‘Adam lay ybounden’
Peter Warlock (1894-1930) at 9 am
Boris Ord (1897-1961) at 11 am & 5 pm

Adam lay ybounden, bounden in a bond:
Four thousand winter thought he not too long.

And all was for an apple, an apple that he took,
As clerkès f inden written in their book.

Nè had the apple taken been, the apple taken been,
Ne had never our lady abeen heavenè queen.

Blessèd be the time that apple taken was,
Therefore we moun singen, Deo gracias!

Text: Anonymous 15th Century
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Hymn 67   ‘Comfort, comfort ye my people’

Postcommunion Prayer 

Let us pray. 
Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out
to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. 
Amen.
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in the City of Boston 

206 Clarendon Street, Boston, MA 02116
617-536-0944 + trinitychurchboston.org

Blessing

Hymn 65   ‘Prepare the way, O Zion’  

The Dismissal   
‘Vesper Responsory’
G.P. da Palestrina (1525-1594)

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude   ‘ Nun komm der Heiden Heiland, BWV 599’
Bach



Feeling a tingle in your spine? 
Save the dates of our 2022 

Lenten series: March 6, 
13, 20, and 27, and April 

3, 10, and 24!

Led by our Rector, the 
Rev. Morgan Allen, we 

will encounter the Paschal 
arc through the rich and 

strange New England of 
Stephen King. With sessions 

exploring grief and fate, the 
unusual and the nature of evil, 

we will aim ourselves toward the 
hope of a Christian Easter. 

Primary texts will include:
 Carrie (1974)

‘Salem’s Lot (1975)
The Shining (1977)

Night Shift (1978)
The Dead Zone (1979)

Firestarter (1980)
Cujo (1981)

Pet Sematary (1983)
Thinner (as Richard Bachman, 1984)

The Dark Half (1989)



Whether you’re new among us or you’ve been 
worshiping here for years, we look forward to 
helping you make a home for faith here at Trinity. 

Fill out the form at 
trinitychurchboston.org/
welcome so we can get to know 
you better. You can also scan the 
QR code to get to the form. 

HOURS & INFORMATION  
Sunday Worship

9 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II
 (Morning Prayer last Sunday of the month)
 indoor, masked*, socially-distanced,  
 pre-registration required; streaming at 
 trinitychurchboston.org/live-worship
 and facebook.com/trinitychurchboston

11 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II
 (Morning Prayer last Sunday of the month)
  indoor, masked*, socially-distanced,  
 pre-registration required

5 pm  Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
 indoor, masked*, socially-distanced,  
 pre-registration required

Weekday Worship at Trinity
Monday through Thursday
8:30 pm  Online Advent Compline
 join us on Zoom at  
 bit.ly/AdventCompline2021
  or dial in with1-646-558-8656  
 and enter Meeting ID 206 654 379 

Vestry
Mark Morrow (‘23), Senior Warden •  
Barbara Dortch-Okara (‘25), Junior Warden • Olaf J. 
Thorp (‘24), Treasurer • Katharine E. Bachman (‘22), 
Clerk • Chris Allen (‘23) • Christopher Atwood (‘25) •  
P. MacKenzie Bok (‘22) •Betsy R. Hart (‘24) • Katherine 
D. Hein (‘22) • Nien-hê Hsieh (‘22) • Vincent W. James 
(‘24) • Sarah E. McGinty (‘24)• Christopher Parris (‘23) 
• Peter Renner (‘25) • Pam Waterman (‘25) • Ania 
Wieckowski (‘23)  

Each can be reached at bit.ly/TrinityVestry

Clergy & Staff can be reached at bit.ly/TrinityStaff

*Masks can be cloth with filter, surgical, or N95, and must cover the 
entire nose and mouth. Bandanas, scarves, and gaiters do not 
meet the CDC-recommended standard and will not be allowed.

Parish House 
Levels 2-4

Nursery
Classrooms
St. Andrew’s Hall 
[Choirs]

Trinity Church in the City of Boston is a congregation of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Massachusetts and welcomes and honors everyone. In 
accordance with our baptismal covenant, we affirm the inherent worth and 
dignity of every person. We strive to include all persons without regard to 
sexual orientation, race, nationality, gender, family configuration, ethnic 
background, economic circumstances, difference in ability, culture, or age. 
Our love and acceptance of each other embody our commitment to unity 
with God and each other in Christ.

WELCOME

STATEMENT OF 
AFFIRMATION

FINDING  
YOUR WAY

p

Parish House
Classrooms
Restrooms

Undercroft
Forum 
Commons 
Restrooms

Chapel

LOWER LEVEL

Parish House
Front Desk
Ferris Library
Angel Room

Church

Narthex

Accessibility 
Ramp

Accessibility 
Ramp

Copley EntranceGROUND LEVEL

St. Jam
es A

venue

Clarendon Street

Legend

Stairs

Restroom

Elevator

Entrance/Exit

https://www.trinitychurchboston.org/welcome
https://www.trinitychurchboston.org/welcome
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