
TRINITY CHURCH  

IN THE CITY OF BOSTON

10 AM & 5 PM
HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II

Sunday, December 18
The Fourth Sunday of Advent



Forum Series: 
Giving Thanks 
for God  
Among Us 

Sun., 12/18,  
11:15 am, Forum

Every Advent we welcome the arrival of 
“Immanuel,” the God who came among us. 
During the upcoming season we will give thanks 
for the presence of this Holy One during the wild 
year now nearly passed: on December 18, giving 
thanks for our ministries with children, youth, 
and their families. While the pandemic challenged 
every molecule of our common life, come and find 
inspiration by reminders of all the creative ways 
God kept arriving among us in 2022!

Choral Evensong
Wednesdays, 5:45 pm, Church

Choral Evensong, Rite I, offers 30 minutes of 
worship, prayer, scripture, and reflection. Trinity’s 
Choristers sing at this short choral service offered 
at the end of the workday.

Fridays at Trinity Organ Concerts
Fridays, 12:15 pm, Church, free

Join us on Friday afternoons at 12:15 pm for this 
weekly series of midday organ concerts featuring 
innovative programs by recitalists from across the 
United States and abroad. There is no charge for 
admission, but we invite a donation of $10.  
All performances take place in the Church.  
This week, we welcome Trinity’s own  
Colin Lynch and Manuel Piazza!

TrinityEvents

Trinity Church  
in the City of Boston 

206 Clarendon Street, Boston, MA 02116
617-536-0944 + trinitychurchboston.org

Save the Date:  
Epiphany Brunch is Jan. 8 at 11:15 am.

If you can lend a hand with brunch prep, sign up at 
trinitychurchboston.org/calendar, or scan the 

QR code to go directly to the SignupGenius page.   

TODAY

THIS WEEK

CHRISTMAS 

Christmas Eve  
Worship:  
Sat., Dec. 24
2 pm:  
Children’s Pageant 
“The Children Will 
Show Us the Way” on Christmas Eve as we present 
our annual Christmas Eve Pageant. At given times 
throughout the service, all children attending will 
be invited to come forward, receive a headpiece or 
prop, and take their places in the tableau of angels 
and stars, wild beasts and the Holy Family. Come 
and join us at the manger!

4:30 pm: Festival Eucharist 
With the Trinity Choristers & Organ.   
This service will be livestreamed to our Facebook 
page and trinitychurchboston.org/live-worship.

8 pm: Festival Eucharist
With the Trinity Choirs and Brass Ensemble.

11 pm: Festival Eucharist
Choral mass with the Trinity Choirs  
and Brass Ensemble.

Christmas Day Worship: Sun., Dec. 25

10 am: Festival Eucharist 
Celebrate the Christ child’s birth on Christmas 
morning. Choral music, organ, and sermon lift spirits 
at this celebration of Holy Eucharist. 
Please note: While there will be no livestream 
of worship on this Sunday, audio of the 
sermon will be available later in the week at 
trinitychurchboston.org/sermons.

Follow @trinitychurchboston on Facebook and Instagram 
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Whether you’re new among us 
or you’ve been worshiping here 
for years, we look forward to helping you make a 

home for faith at Trinity. 

Complete the short Welcome Form at 
trinitychurchboston.org/welcome (or scan 
the QR code) so we can get to know you better. 

HOURS & INFORMATION  
Sunday Schedule   indoor, masks welcomed and encouraged.

8 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II, spoken

9 am Coffee & Community Hour, 
 full “Community Breakfast”  
 on the first Sunday of most months

10 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II, with organ, choristers,  
 and choir. Includes Children’s Homily & Nursery.  
 Morning Prayer last Sunday of most months. 
 online at   
 trinitychurchboston.org/live-worship and
 facebook.com/trinitychurchboston

11:15 am Formation for All Ages 

5 pm  Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Weekday Worship at Trinity
Tues/Thurs.
8:30 pm  Online Compline
 join us on Zoom at bit.ly/tcbTTcompline
  or dial in with1-646-558-8656  
 and enter Meeting ID 206 654 379 

Weds.
5:45 pm  Choral Evensong
 indoor, led by the Trinity Choristers

Vestry
Chris Allen (‘23) • Christine Arcese (‘26) • Christopher 
Atwood (‘26) • Barbara Dortch-Okara (‘25) • Richard 
Henderson (‘26) • Vincent W. James (‘24) • Sarah E. 
McGinty (‘24) • Mark Morrow (‘23) • Niven Narain (‘26) 
• Chuks Chijioke Okoli (‘25) • Christopher Parris (‘23) • 
Constance Perry (‘24) • Peter Renner (‘25) • Olaf J. Thorp 
(‘24) • Pam Waterman (‘25) • Ania Wieckowski (‘23)

Clergy
The Rev. Morgan S. Allen, Rector • The Very Rev. Dr. 
Michael Battle, Theologian-In-Community • The Rev. Dr. Karen 
Coleman, Assisting Priest • The Rev. Paige Fisher, Associate for 
Community Life • The Rev. Kit Lonergan, Priest for Welcome and 
Care • The Rev. Abi Moon, Senior Associate

Vestry can be reached at  
bit.ly/TrinityVestry

Clergy and Staff can be reached at 
bit.ly/TrinityStaff

Tours
First & Last  
Sundays
11:30 am  
    - 3:30 pm

Tues- Sat
10 am - 4:30 pm

Statement of Affirmation
Trinity Church in the City of Boston is a congregation of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Massachusetts and welcomes and honors everyone. In 
accordance with our baptismal covenant, we affirm the inherent worth and 
dignity of every person. We strive to include all persons without regard to 
sexual orientation, race, nationality, gender, family configuration, ethnic 
background, economic circumstances, difference in ability, culture, or age. 
Our love and acceptance of each other embody our commitment to unity 
with God and each other in Christ.

WELCOME

FINDING YOUR WAY

Trinity Church offers self-guided, docent-
led, and audio tours. Considered one 
of ten buildings that changed America, 
Trinity Church is an architectural 
masterpiece including its unique 
collection of stained-glass windows by 
designers such as Edward Burne-Jones, 
William Morris, and John La Farge, its 
murals, wood carvings and more. The 
price is $10. Children younger than 12 
are free.
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GATHERING
Prelude   ‘Ave Maria’

Victor Togni (1935 – 1965)

Introit   ‘Matin Responsory’
G.P. da Palestrina (c. 1525-1594) 

Hymn 66   ‘Come, thou long-expected Jesus’

Opening Acclamation & Collect for Purity
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Worship at Trinity

Please note that our use of the 
BCP text may vary slightly to 
incorporate gender-neutral 
language when appropriate.

When the text of this worship 
booklet is in bold, it is spoken or 
sung by all.

Though the Presider’s posture 
(standing, sitting, or kneeling) will 
cue many in the pews, we invite 
you to participate as you are 
able and as your piety prefers.

The service of Holy Eucharist 
begins on page 355 in the Book 
of Common Prayer (BCP).

Children’s Gospel pages and 
crayons are available in baskets 
in both the Copley narthex and 
the Clarendon vestibule.  
Kindly return crayons at the end 
of the service.
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Song of Praise   ‘People, look East’

Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus 
Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  
Amen.

WORD OF GOD 
Reading   Isaiah 7:10-16 

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be 
deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put 
the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too 
little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord 
himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear 
a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time 
he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child knows 
how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you 
are in dread will be deserted.”
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19   

Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a f lock; *
 shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, *
 stir up your strength and come to help us.
Restore us, O God of hosts; *
 show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
O Lord God of hosts, *
 how long will you be angered despite the prayers of your people?
You have fed them with the bread of tears; *
 you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
You have made us the derision of our neighbors, *
 and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
Restore us, O God of hosts; *
 show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, *
 the son of man you have made so strong for yourself.
And so will we never turn away from you; *
 give us life, that we may call upon your Name.
Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; *
 show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

Hymn 265   ‘The angel Gabriel from heaven came’

Sung by all, alternating cantor 
and congregation.

During this hymn at the 
10am service, preschool and 
elementary-aged children may 
meet members of our Children’s 
Ministries staff under the pulpit 
to travel to the forum 
for an age-appropriate 
children’s homily. 

Our Director of Children’s 
Ministries, Cathy Portlock 
Pacitto, will then lead the 
children’s return to the service 
during The Presentation.
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Gospel   Matthew 1:18-25
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother 
Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found 
to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous 
man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her 
quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 
as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will 
bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their 
sins.” All this took place to fulf ill what had been spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet: “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name 
him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from 
sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 
but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named 
him Jesus.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Sermon   The Rev. Kit Lonergan, Priest for Welcome & Care

 Trinity Church in the City of Boston
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Nicene Creed   

We believe in one God,
    the Father, the Almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth,
    of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
    the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light,
    true God from true God,
    begotten, not made,
    of one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation
        he came down from heaven:
    by the power of the Holy Spirit
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
        and was made man.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
        he suffered death and was buried.
        On the third day he rose again
            in accordance with the Scriptures;
        he ascended into heaven
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,
        and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.
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Prayers of the People
Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your 
truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 
This week, we pray for  ...
God of love and mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and 
peace, praying especially for people and communities facing war in Ukraine; that 
we may honor one another and serve the common good. 

God of love and mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its 
resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 

God of love and mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ 
in them, and love one another as Christ loves us. In the Trinity Parish Cycle of prayer 
we pray for  ...  
God of love and mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them 
courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 
Today we remember  ... 

God of love and mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be 
fulf illed; remembering  ... 

We pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 

God of love and mercy
Hear our prayer.

Concluding Collect
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Confession & Absolution
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name.
Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you,
forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

The Peace 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

Welcome & Announcements Complete the short Welcome 
Form at trinitychurchboston.
org/welcome so we can get 

to know you 
better. You can 
also scan the 
QR code to 
reach the form.
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HOLY COMMUNION
Offertory

Anthem   ‘Cherry Tree Carol’   at 10am 
arr. Stephen Cleobury (1948 – 2019)

Joseph was an old man and an old man was he,
When he wedded Mary, in the land of Galilee.
Joseph and Mary walked through an orchard good,
Where was cherries and berries, so red as any blood.
O then bespoke Mary, so meek and oh, so mild:
‘Pluck me one cherry, Joseph, for I am with child.’
O then bespoke Joseph, with words most unkind:
‘Let him pluck thee a cherry that brought thee with child.’
O then bespoke the baby, within his mother’s womb:
‘Bow down then the tallest tree, for my mother to have some.’
Then bowed down the highest tree unto his mother’s hand;
Then she cried, ‘See, Joseph, I have cherries at command.’
O then bespoke Joseph: ‘I have done Mary wrong;
But cheer up, my dearest, and be ye not cast down.’
Then Mary plucked a cherry, as red as any blood,
Then Mary she went homewards all with her heavy load.

Text: English Traditional

‘Ave Maria, virgo serena ’   at 5pm
Josquin de Prez (1455 – 1521)

Ave Maria, gratia plena,
Dominus tecum, virgo serena.
Ave cujus conceptio,
Solemni plena gaudio,
Coelestia, terrestria,
Nova replete laetitia.
Ave, cujus nativitas,
Nostra fuit solemnitas,
Ut lucifer lux oriens,
Verum solem praeveniens.
Ave, pia humilitas,
Sine viro fecunditas,
Cuius annunciatio,
Nostra fuit salvatio.
Ave, vera virginitas,
Immaculata castitas,
Cuius purif icatio
Nostra fuit purgatio.
Ave praeclara omnibus,
Angelicis virtutibus,
Cujus fuit assumptio 
Nostra glorif icatio.
O Mater Dei, 
memento mei. Amen. 

Text: Latin prayer

All we have and all we are is 
of God, and everyone has a 
faithful offering to make. All 
gifts received today will support 
Trinity’s ministry, empower our 
service to the community, and 
sustain our historic buildings.

To make a gift online, please 
click here or use the QR 
code below to be taken 
to the secure form on our 
website.

Alternatively, you may 
also give in-person via the 
basket passed during the 
Offertory.

Hail Mary, full of grace,
The Lord is with thee, serene Virgin.
Hail, thou whose Conception,
Full of great joy,
Fills heaven and earth
With new gladness.
Hail, thou whose Nativity
Became our great celebration,
As the light-bearing Morning Star
anticipates the true Sun.
Hail, faithful humility,
Fruitful without man,
Whose Annunciation
Was our salvation.
Hail, true virginity,
Immaculate chastity,
Whose Purif ication
Was our cleansing.
Hail, glorious one
In all angelic virtues,
Whose Assumption
Was our glorif ication.
O Mother of God,
Remember me. Amen.

https://www.trinitychurchboston.org/pay-your-pledge-or-make-a-gift?utm_source=bulletin+dec18+10am_5pm+giving&utm_medium=pdf+link&utm_campaign=to+give
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The Presentation

The Great Thanksgiving   
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks 
to you, the Creator of heaven and earth, because you sent your beloved Son 
to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting 
life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the 
world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing.Therefore 
we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name:

Sanctus S-114

Eucharistic Prayer B from the 
Book of Common Prayer, p. 367.
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made f lesh, Jesus, 
your Christ. For in these last days you sent your Christ to be incarnate from 
the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In Christ, you 
have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In Christ, 
you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of 
death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O God,
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
And we offer our sacrif ice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that 
they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and the Blood of your new 
Covenant. Unite us in this sacrif ice, that we may be acceptable through Christ, 
being sanctif ied by the Holy Spirit. 

In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us 
to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting 
heritage of all your children; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all 
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all 
honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever.  
AMEN.
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The Lord’s Prayer   

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,
Our Father, 
who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name,  
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread   
Fraction Anthem S-158
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Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
Trinity Church and The Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts welcome all to Holy Communion. If instead of 
the sacrament in either kind you prefer to receive a blessing in the name of God, cross your arms over your 
chest. With that cue, a priest will offer a short prayer. 

To receive the sacrament, come to the altar rail; stand or kneel (as you are able or as your piety prefers); 
and extend your hands, one inside the other. In turn, the priest will place a consecrated wafer in your open 
palm. If you require a gluten-free wafer, please request one from the priest offering Communion. 

A Eucharistic Minister will follow with the wine; to receive, help guide the chalice to your lips. The server 
wipes the chalice’s rim after every sip. 

For those who find it easier to remain in their pew, please signal an Usher, and a priest will bring the 
sacrament to you.

Communion of the People 

Anthem   ‘Ave maria’   at 10am
Robert Parsons (1535 – 1571)

Ave Maria, gratia plena,
Dominus tecum.
Benedicta tu in mulieribus,
et benedictus fructus ventris tui, Iesus.
Sancta Maria, Mater Dei,
ora pro nobis peccatoribus,
nunc et in hora mortis nostrae. Amen.

Hail Mary, full of grace,
the Lord is with you.
Blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God,
pray for us sinners,
now and at the hour of our death. Amen.

Text: Luke 1:28

‘Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming’   at 5pm
Michael Praetorius (1571 – 1621)

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse’s lineage coming, as men of old have sung.
It came, a f loweret bright,
Amid the cold of winter, when half spent was the night.

Isaiah ’twas foretold it, the Rose I have in mind;
With Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind.
To show God’s love aright,
She bore to men a Saviour, when half spent was the night.

O Flower, whose fragrance tender with sweetness f ills the air,
Dispel with glorious splendour the darkness everywhere;
True man, yet very God,
From Sin and death now save us, and share our every load.

Text: 15th-century German
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The music for this service is reprinted 
under OneLicense.net # A-711378. All 
Rights Reserved. Used by permission. 

Hymn 475   ‘God himself is with us’

Postcommunion Prayer
Let us pray. 
Eternal God, 
heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord.  
Amen.

When Eucharistic Visitors are sent forth to take Communion to the sick or homebound,  
the following is offered:

In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that 
those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ. 
We who are many are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup.

Blessing

Hymn 56   ‘O come, o come Emmanuel’   vv 5-8

The Dismissal   ‘Vesper Responsory’
G.P. da Palestrina

Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude   ‘Es ist ein Ros’ entsprungen’
Johannes Brahms (1833 – 1897)  
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